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THE BATTLE

Secretary’s Report | Luba Grigorovitch

. RTBU members remain
. strong and united in

. this tough fight for a fair
. deal.

¢ | have recently heard nothing but pure,
: unmitigated rubbish from people who
: ought to know better than to blame

¢ an old and proud union for doing

: nothing more than standing up for the
i members they represent - just as we

: have done for over 150 years.

¢ | remind these people that they

: are doing themselves no favors by

: attacking those who need defending.
There is no bravery in attacking

for having the courage to stand up.

i Our message to Yarra and Metro

¢ has been simple throughout these
negotiations. Stop wasting time

¢ drafting circulars and press releases
which condemn your workforce. Stop
: your unprecedented legal intimidation
i of the RTBU. It is a strategy whose

i stupidity is embarrassing as it only

: serves to harden the resolve of

workers and the RTBU. Start taking

: these negotiations seriously or there
i will be more action around the corner.

: | commend again all members of the
i RTBU. We are more united than ever.
¢ If you don't fight, you lose. | hope

: by now each and every member of

: the RTBU knows that we will not be

i pushed around. If the offer that is on

¢ the table is unacceptable then we will
: fight it.

The Metro Operations Enterprise
Agreement (EA) is now 2 months
i overdue. From the current offer put by :
: Metro it is clear that Metro has so far
i not been fair dinkum about reaching
agreement without eroding several

. ordinary Victorian transport workers. It : important conditions.

is weak, not brave, to attack members | \yg gi;spended our industrial action on :

: Friday 21 August in good faith on the
pbasis that Metro made a commitment
: to present an improved offer. An offer
: that was ultimately the same as that

i already on the table.

i Instead, Metro has threatened to

¢ stand members down and dock their
: pay if they take part in the partial

: work bans, refusing to return to the
bargaining table to settle this EA

¢ dispute once and for all. These heavy

. handed tactics show the great lengths
{ Metro will go to in their attempts to

: stop our members from taking lawful

: industrial action.

Enough is enough.

i A vote of 98% was returned to

¢ authorise industrial action and in view
i of Metro’s actions it has become

i obvious that the RTBU needs to put

: industrial pressure on Metro.

¢ Under instruction by the Metro Rail

i Operations delegates, the Union

: filed for a stoppage of four hours

{ between 10am and 2pm on Friday

4 September. The protected action

: will be taken by Metro’s operational
staff including signallers, station staff,

authorised officers, and Metrol staff.

¢ Drivers will then participate in further
. stoppages on Saturday Morning.
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We suspended [FAIR WORK
our industrial COMMISSION
action on Friday [GIVES THE
21 August in GREEN LIGHT
good faith on

the basis that
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RALLY FOR A
FAIR DEAL
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